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From Orientalism to Middle Eastern Studies
The effect of Orientalism on the Field of Area Studies in its Middle Eastern branch

By Emad Bourzouz
PhD Research Student, Faculty of Legal, Economic and Social Sciences, Salé, University of Mohammed V - Rabat

damizour@gmail.com

Absract Area studies were born through the intersection of three factors: the Orientalist crisis that prompted orientalists to
adopt a new discourse of the East, the transformations of strategic thought and American strategies, and then the development of
the human and social sciences. Consequently, area studies came as a new scientific field committed to state policies and its cultural
biases towards the studied regions. Though civilization bias is usually an inevitable matter, however, the objectivity lies in the
recognition of these biases, and that Orientalism uses knowledge in this framework to be able to control the East, especially when
an empire with no history seeks to guarantee its interests by maintaining control over the East, in which history runs deep. While the
complete rejection of the Orientalist heritage constitutes a disregard for important gains from the works of Orientalists, but total
acceptance of it means accepting the compromise that was made between the Arab intellectual class and the new American
imperialism, and reinforcing the most important victories of Orientalism, i. e., today subordination of the Arab world to the United

States scientifically, politically and culturally.
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